
Welcoming Spaces

• https://cmcleveland.org/sensory-friendly-room/





Visual Instructional Mode (VIM):

Visual cues used for the 
purpose of comprehension, 
that are imposed as an 
alternative to, or in 
conjunction with, speech.

Ex.: word wheels, 
flashcards, written 
directions, visual stories, 
any visual to aid in 
comprehension of concept 
or content.



Recognition of Deconstructed Scene

Visual Scene Deconstructed Elements



Visual Scene Display



Grid based Topic Display – Directive or 
Comment - singing



Dynamic Vs. Static

What can they do for you?? 



Communication Displays

• Grid Displays

– Communication book 

displays

– Conversation displays

– Visual schedules

– Temporal displays

• Whole Scene Displays

• Mixed Displays





Static Scene Cue



Static Scene Cue



Types of Element Cues

Agent Element Cues Object Element Cues



Types of Element Cues

Action Element Cues Spatial Element Cues



Types of Element Cues

Attribute Element Cues Temporal Element Cues



Mixed Scene Cue



Mixed Scene Cue











Visual Expressive Mode (VEM):

Visual cues used for 
the purpose of expressive 
communication.

Ex.: Topic boards, AAC 
devices, PECS, scene 
displays.



Visual Scene Display – Food Choices



Why Video-Based Observational Learning?

• Takes advantage of 
the learner’s 

• Visual processing 
capability over 
auditory processing

• Provides a variety of 
different behaviors 
in realistic contexts

• Use multiple familiar 
people, objects, and 
settings

• Efficient and cost-
effective

• Create once, replay as 
many times as needed

• Consistency is built-in

• Students with autism 
favor viewing 
themselves in videos

• Self-modeling



Video Modeling
(Dynamic Scene Cues)

• A method of teaching that uses 
video recordings or live video 
to provide a video model of 
instructions on how to carry 
out a task, behavior, or skill.

• Four types of video modeling
– Basic: a video filmed of someone other 

than the viewer of the video performing a 
task or skill

– Self-Modeling: the video is of the viewer 
performing the task or skill

– Point of View: video is recorded from the 
point of view of the viewer

– Video Prompting: consists of multiple 
steps to break down the task.  Either the 
viewer or someone else can be the subject.



Tips and Strategies

• Visuals as well as hands on activities are essential and mandatory.

Examples: hard copy hands, on materials that can be manipulated, video 
models for comprehension of instruction, computer interactive practice, 
visual reminders of sequence rules, highlighting

• Use fun engaging meaningful activities.

• Connect what you are teaching to what students already know.



Questions?



Monarch Center for Autism 

� Preschool

� Day School

� Transition Education Program

� Extended School Year Program

� Boarding Academy

� Adult Autism Program

� Adult Support Living 

Residences 

� Free Webinar & 

e-newsletter Series

� Online Resource Center

� Welcoming Spaces Program

� Web:  www.monarchcenterforautism.org

� Telephone: 216.320.8945 or 1-800-879-2522

� Address:  22001 Fairmount Boulevard, 

Shaker Heights, Ohio 44118

� Join our e-newsletter mailing list:

http://www.monarchcenterforautism.org/

contact-us/join-our-email-list

� Facebook:

www.facebook.com/monarchcenterforautism

� Twitter: www.twitter.com/monarchohio


